
“There is one very 
serious defect to my 
mind in Christ's moral 
character, and that is 
that He believed in 
hell. I do not myself 
feel that any person 
who is really 
profoundly humane 
can believe in 
everlasting 
punishment.”
Bertrand Russell
British Philosopher



“I cannot myself feel 
that either in matter of 
wisdom or in matter of 
virtue Christ stands 
quite as high as some 
other people known to 
history. I think I should 
put Buddha and 
Socrates above Him in 
those respects.”
Bertrand Russell
British Philosopher



The God of Wrath and Rescue





Sinning Angels?
“When human beings began to increase in number on the 
earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of 
God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and 
they married any of them they chose.”
Genesis 6:1-2



Sinning Angels?
“In those days, when the children of man had multiplied, it 
happened that there were born unto them handsome and 
beautiful daughters. And the angels, the children of 
heaven, saw them and desired them…”
1 Enoch 6:1-2a



Sent to Hell
ταρταρόω
Tartaroo
“Tartarus, thought of by the Greeks as a subterranean 
place lower than Hades where divine punishment 
was meted out, and so regarded in Israelite 
apocalyptic as well.”
BDAG Greek Lexicon









Lot a “Righteous Man?”
• Worldly choice to live in Sodom
• Weak and morally depraved with his daughters
• Invested in city – had to be dragged out
• Drunkenness



The God of Wrath and Rescue
1.In the past, God judged the ungodly and rescued 

the righteous. (vv.4-9)



The God of Wrath and Rescue
1.In the past, God judged the ungodly and rescued 

the righteous. (vv.4-9)
2.In the present (and future), God will judge the 

ungodly and rescue the righteous. (v.9)



Periasmos
Only 1 out of 21 occurrences 
could refer to future 
judgment.



God is a God of Wrath: Present
“The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, 
who suppress the truth by their wickedness.”
Romans 1:18



God is a God of Wrath: Future
“He will punish those who do not know God and do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be 
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his might.”
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9





God is a God of Wrath and Rescue
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16



God is a God of Wrath and Rescue
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.”
2 Corinthians 5:21







The God of Wrath and Rescue
“Yes, believing in a just God can lead to oppression, but not 
believing in a just God can lead to even greater oppression as 
we’re left to fend for ourselves in an unaccountable world…Every 
religion says there is a judgment, and you have to pass it. 
Christianity turns that on its head. Yes, there’s a judgment and a 
judge. But the judge came to earth and paid the penalty…The 
gospel takes away relativism, but it takes away judgmentalism too. 
It’s the only way it’s safe to believe in truth. The gospel makes it 
safe to believe in the judgment and justice of God.”
Tim Keller, “Strangeness and the Order of God” sermon, 10/3/04


