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Text: 1 Kings 9:10-28
Title: “Just a Little Bit More”
Subject: Solomon completes the temple and palace complex.
Complement: He continues expanding the nation.
Textual Idea: Solomon continues building and expanding Israel.
Sermon Idea: Success with contentment is great gain.
Interrogative: How much is enough?
Key Points: 
1. Just a little more money…Solomon expands the treasury. (vv.10-14)

2. Just a little more property…Solomon expands the national defense and completes the temple/palace complex. (vv.15-25)

3. Just a little more stuff…Solomon expands Israel’s international trade. (vv.26-28)

What do I want people to know? I want people to know that success, growth and expansion are all great…when combined with godliness and contentment.
What do I want people to do? I want people to (1) regularly giving thanks to God, (2) participate in a 10 Days fast, and (3) slim down their possessions.
What need am I addressing? I am addressing the need to stay faithful to God.
“Just a Little Bit More”
September 10, 2023
1 Kings 9:10-28
When my kids were little, we used to love watching (LCD) Veggietales. One of our favorites was the one called “Madame Blueberry” who sang, “I’m so blue, blue, blue, blue; she’s so blue she don’t know what to do!” Why was she so blue? Because she wanted more stuff! Even though she lived in a nice house with good friends, she felt that she needed more. Sure enough, a new (LCD) Stuff-Mart superstore opened up near her home and she (LCD) loaded up with everything she could…but she was still blue. The big lesson: be thankful for and content with what you have.
Wanting more is part of the human DNA, isn’t it?! One of the richest men of all time, John D. Rockefeller, was once asked, (LCD) “How much money does it take to make a man happy?” His reply, “Just one more dollar.” Or as the humorist Will Rogers put it, (LCD) “What’s considered enough money? Just a little bit more.” That’s my sermon title today, “Just a little bit more.” That’s the phrase that kept going through my head as I studied our passage this morning, say it with me, “Just a little bit more.” 
We’re continuing in our study of (LCD) the life of King Solomon, who was king over Israel during its greatest peak of glory. I have been calling it a return to the Garden of Eden. The nation is right with God and at peace with its enemies. All is well. Last week, in 1 Kings chapter 9, we saw God meeting with Solomon. We read in verse 1, “When Solomon had finished building the temple of the Lord and the royal palace, and had achieved all he had desired to do, 2 the Lord appeared to him a second time...” After 24 years of hard work, Solomon had completed his bucket list and God then came to him and warned him to stay faithful in the midst of his success. I said that God’s comments to Solomon left you with a sense of inevitable disaster. That disaster doesn’t come in our passage this morning…but I believe we see cracks in the foundation: and it has to do with wanting, say it with me, just a little bit more. So our question this morning is, (LCD) how much is enough? How much stuff do I need to be good and not blue?
Turn with me to 1 Kings, chapter 9. After warning Solomon in a dream, the rest of the chapter focuses on Solomon’s subsequent achievements. There are three main areas that he expands. Let’s take a look, verse 10, “At the end of twenty years, during which Solomon built these two buildings—the temple of the Lord and the royal palace— 11 King Solomon gave twenty towns in Galilee to Hiram king of Tyre, because Hiram had supplied him with all the cedar and juniper and gold he wanted. 12 But when Hiram went from Tyre to see the towns that Solomon had given him, he was not pleased with them. 13 “What kind of towns are these you have given me, my brother?” he asked. And he called them the Land of Kabul, a name they have to this day. 14 Now Hiram had sent to the king 120 talents of gold.”
You might remember from chapter 5 that Solomon and Hiram, the king of (LCD) Tyre which is north of Israel, had essentially gone into business with each other. Tyre, the capital of the Phoenician empire, was known as the king of the shipping seas. If you wanted to import/export, you needed to partner with Tyre. Meanwhile, Israel, here at its height of power, was in control of the main inland trade routes between east and west. Hence, if you wanted to trade over land, you needed to partner with Israel. As a result, Solomon and Hiram worked together over the twenty years it took to build the temple and the palace complex, and, afterwards, Solomon gave Hiram twenty towns on the border between the two countries, one for each year maybe. Now was Hiram pleased with this offering? No! He called them “Kabul.” We don’t exactly what that word means, maybe “worthless” or simply “border,” either way it’s not flattering! Hiram is unhappy.
Now the question is why, why did Solomon give him these towns in the first place? My translation makes it seem that it was part of a payment for all the trees and gold that Hiram had provided him, maybe Solomon had accumulated a debt and was trying to pay if off. The Hebrew is more ambiguous and, frankly, no one knows for sure why Solomon was giving these towns to Hiram. But here’s what I don’t want you to miss. A Jewish king is giving part of the Promised Land to a pagan king! Hello!?!? The key question after all is, “Why give this holy land to a non-Israelite?”

Again, I’m just offering opinion here, you can disagree, but there is a word repeated twice in this passage that we didn’t see in chapter 5 when Solomon and Hiram first entered into a partnership. Do you see it? Gold. And not just a bar or two…we’re talking stuff mart! (LCD) 120 talents of gold is about 4 tons. In 2023 dollars, it’s a quarter billion dollars! It’s ENORMOUS! Gold was never part of the original arrangement between the two of them. Where did that come from? Just keep that in mind as we continue reading about Solomon’s achievements. But as we do, keep our question in mind both for Solomon and, more importantly for yourself, (LCD) how much is enough? Say it with me, just a little bit more!
Verse 15, “Here is the account of the forced labor King Solomon conscripted to build the Lord’s temple, his own palace, the terraces, the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. 16 (Pharaoh king of Egypt had attacked and captured Gezer. He had set it on fire. He killed its Canaanite inhabitants and then gave it as a wedding gift to his daughter, Solomon’s wife. 17 And Solomon rebuilt Gezer.) He built up Lower Beth Horon, 18 Baalath, and Tadmor[g] in the desert, within his land, 19 as well as all his store cities and the towns for his chariots and for his horses—whatever he desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon and throughout all the territory he ruled.” We’re going to come back to the “forced labor issue” in a moment, but first let’s consider all this building. We’re familiar with the first two buildings mentioned, the temple and the palace, but he didn’t stop there, did he? He expanded the capital city itself and fortified his national defense.
First, the capital city. Verse 15 says that he built terraces or the Millo as in many translations. We aren’t sure exactly what this is referring to, but most scholars believe it was related to (LCD) a retaining wall and this stepped stone structure that has actually been excavated. Either way, most likely this building item was for the purpose of supporting the retaining walls and buttresses for the buildings on the steep slopes of the southeast hill. Also, the wall of Jerusalem was extended to encircle the enlarged city, again, for defense purposes.
So too were these cities built up: (LCD) Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer in verse 15 and the other three mentioned later. Those cities are all here on this terrible map, the best I could find, that show all of Solomon’s fortified cities. These are listed in our passage north to south and all are located at strategic and vulnerable points in Israel. What’s cool is that all of the first three have been found and excavated. I don’t have pictures of the findings as Hazor, but here is (LCD) Megiddo. I went there in 2017 and it was awesome to see the actual building that Solomon did there. As verse 19 says, this is where he kept his horses and chariots, again for defense. What’s cool is that the way the buildings are described in the Bible matches what’s been excavated. Also, here are some pictures of (LCD) Gezer – the town that Pharaoh gave Solomon. The mention of Gezer would have been significant to the original readers because it was one of the Canaanite towns never conquered by Joshua and it didn’t become Israeli until this moment.
Now as cool as all this is archaeologically, proving the reliability of the Bible, and militarily, strengthening the national defense, it’s not so cool theologically! Why? Remember that this section is a description of the “forced labor,” or slaves, that Solomon used to build all that, verse 19, HE DESIRED to build throughout the territory. Solomon wanted more. It begs our question again, (LCD) how much is enough? Say it with me, just a little bit more! And in order to get a little bit more, he has to use slave labor; and, as one commentator pointed out, it should make any Bible reader uncomfortable to read “forced, slave labor” and “Pharaoh” in back-to-back verses! As that scholar said, Solomon is becoming more like Pharaoh than Moses!
Let’s read about that forced labor, verse 20, “There were still people left from the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites (these peoples were not Israelites). 21 Solomon conscripted the descendants of all these peoples remaining in the land—whom the Israelites could not exterminate—to serve as slave labor, as it is to this day. 22 But Solomon did not make slaves of any of the Israelites; they were his fighting men, his government officials, his officers, his captains, and the commanders of his chariots and charioteers. 23 They were also the chief officials in charge of Solomon’s projects—550 officials supervising those who did the work.” Here we see that Solomon didn’t make slaves of his fellow Israelites, but, according to chapter 5, they’re still conscripted, they’re still forced to serve. One scholar pointed out that the terms used here would differentiate the forced labor this way: the Canaanites were permanent slaves while the Israelites were temporary draftees. Kind of like Putin! He’s drafting young Russian men to fight in Ukraine. They don’t want to go, but even though they’re free, they’re still forced to serve. Same here, this can’t be good!? We’ll see at the end of our study on Solomon, that it isn’t good – it leads to civil war down the road. Technically, Solomon is still obeying the Law of God and he’s treating his people better, but he’s still wanting more. (LCD) how much is enough? Say it with me, just a little bit more!
Now the next two verses seem a bit out of place, but I think they tie together simply; verse 24, “After Pharaoh’s daughter had come up from the City of David to the palace Solomon had built for her, he constructed the terraces. 25 Three times a year Solomon sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings on the altar he had built for the Lord, burning incense before the Lord along with them, and so fulfilled the temple obligations.” The literal Hebrew at the end of verse 25 is “he finished the house.” Many translations like mine translate it to connect to the three annual sacrifices Solomon would host at the temple, but if we take it literally, these two verses simply complete the description of all that Solomon built and completed. That’s what this entire section has been about – building, more and more building. None of this building is wrong, and in some cases, like the temple, it is good and even being used correctly. However, it’s just more! Like with us, more stuff isn’t wrong in itself…at least not as first. But (LCD) how much is enough? Say it with me, just a little bit more!
Finally, we get one more area, verse 26, “King Solomon also built ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath in Edom, on the shore of the Red Sea. 27 And Hiram sent his men—sailors who knew the sea—to serve in the fleet with Solomon’s men. 28 They sailed to Ophir and brought back 420 talents of gold, which they delivered to King Solomon.” Once again, Solomon partners with Hiram to import and export all kinds of goods…especially…gold. Here it’s 4x more than before, 16 tons or a billion dollar’s worth in 2023. Why? Why all this gold? We’ll come back to that but let’s get a (LCD) lay of the land and sea here. The ships were built down here at the most southern part of Solomon’s kingdom at Ezion Geber on the Gulf of Aquba. (LCD) On the next map, you see that it has direct access to the Red Sea and out to the Arabian Sea. Now the text tells us that Solomon’s navy sailed to a place called Ophir to get the gold. We aren’t sure where Ophir, the ancient “El Dorado,” was but there are (LCD) many guesses: southern Arabia, Somalia, even off the map down near modern Zimbabwe, Oman, and even India. Regardless, Solomon got him a ton more gold. More. Just a little bit more!
Now one thing I want you all to notice is the (LCD) sandwich that occurred here at the end. Notice the author placed temple worship between Pharaoh’s daughter and gold. Now in Hebrew writing, sandwiches are used to focus on things. Perhaps the writer wanted us to focus on temple worship as being the most important of these three. But there’s another way to thinking of these – thinking of them as different (LCD) attractions: sex, God, money. Sure enough, it’s going to be the lures of sex and money that will eventually lead Solomon to idolatry and false worship. God knew this would happen and even warned Israel about it back in Moses’ day, (LCD) “The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the Lord has told you, “You are not to go back that way again.” He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.”
My friends, we pursue what we love…but the opposite is true too: we love what we pursue. And more stuff, though not wrong in and of itself, just gets us focused more and more on this world and it’s attractions. And it’s so easy to slowly fall into idolatry like Solomon did. I mean think of it. Look at (LCD) all that God blessed Solomon with in this passage: money, property, servants, a wife, God, and possessions. He’s living the dream!? He’s got it all! But also pay attention to the (LCD) little compromises along the way: abundant gold, forfeiting the Promised Land, forced labor – and Canaanties still among them, a wife, yes, but an Egyptian one who didn’t worship Yahweh, sacrifices, yes, but is he just going through the motions of religion, and from Ophir, extravagant luxuries as we’ll see in chapter 10. This all speaks to one of my points from last week, (LCD) Solomon’s apostasy was not one of outright rejection, but a slow leaking of His passion for God. Where is our heart? Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Where’s your treasure?
This is a real issue in our 2023 reality. Take a look at (LCD) this from The Atlantic:

· In 1900, less than 10 percent of families owned a stove, or had access to electricity or phones

· In 1915, less than ten percent of families owned a car

· In 1930, less than ten percent of families owned a refrigerator or clothes washer

· In 1945, less than ten percent of families owned a clothes dryer or air-conditioning In 1960, less than ten percent of families owned a dishwasher or color TV

· In 1975, less than ten percent of families owned a microwave

· In 1990, less than ten percent of families had a cell phone or access to the internet

Later in that article, the author noted this, (LCD) “Today, at least 90 percent of the country has a stove, electricity, car, fridge, clothes washer, air-conditioning, color TV, microwave, and cell phone. They make our lives better. They might even make us happier. But they are never enough.” Our question again, (LCD) how much is enough? Say it with me, just a little bit more!
How about you? What we’re talking about here is contentment. The Apostle Paul, from a jail cell, said this about his own situation, (LCD) “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” Can we be content whether well fed or hungry, or only when we’re well fed? In America, we expect everything to keep getting better. We expect a raise every year. We expect our cars and houses to get better over time, not worse. Farmers know differently. They know that there are good years and bad years. Drought and abundance. They don’t expect abundance so when it comes, they’re grateful. To be content, we have to move from entitlement to gratefulness.
In another place, Paul says this, (LCD) “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” Content with bare provision. We can do that when we avoid living extravagantly…and when we remember that God is the reason and goal of it all. I love how The Message puts the warning God gave Israel way back in Moses’ day about contentment, (LCD) “After a meal, satisfied, bless God, your God, for the good land he has given you. Make sure you don’t forget God, your God, by not keeping his commandments, his rules and regulations that I command you today. Make sure that when you eat and are satisfied, build pleasant houses and settle in, see your herds and flocks flourish and more and more money come in, watch your standard of living going up and up—make sure you don’t become so full of yourself and your things that you forget God, your God.”
So one more time, (LCD) how much is enough? Say it with me, just a little bit more? Hopefully enough is simply being grateful to God for the basics…with an open hand with the rest of our stuff. My main point this morning is a spin on Paul’s word, (LCD) Success with contentment is great gain. How do we grow in contentment? Some ideas are: (LCD) Regularly giving thanks to God for His provision, practicing fasting on a regular basis to disconnect from wanting more of this world, and slimming down on our possessions. The more we find our life in God and not our stuff, the more content we’ll be. (LCD) How much is enough? Enough is enough. Let’s pray.
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